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confusion Many of the soldiers were scattered at a distance, cutting turf None were in their ranks, and none were armed Never in all his campaigns was Csssar in greater danger He could himself give no general oiders which there was time to observe Two points only, he said, weie in his favoi The men themselves were intelligent and experienced, and knew what they had to do, and the officers were all present, because he had directed that none of them should leave their companies till the camp was completed The troops were spread loosely in their legions along the brow of the ridge Caesar joined the 10th on his right wing, and had but time to tell the men to be cool and not to agitate themselves, when the enemy were upon them So sudden was the onslaught that they could neither put their helmets on, nor strip the coverings from their shields, nor find their places in the lanks They fought where they stood among thick hedges which obstructed the sight of what was passing elsewhere Though the Aduat-uci had not come up, the Nervn had allies with them from Arras and the Somme The allies encountered the 8th, 9th, 10th, and llth legions, and were driven rapidly back down the hill thiough the river The Romans, led by Labienus, crossed in pursuit, followed them into the foiest, and took their camp The Nervn meanwhile flung themselves with all their force on the two legions on the left, the 12th and 7th, enveloped them with then numbers, penetrated behind them, and fell upon the baggage wagons The light troops and the camp followers fled in all directions The legionaries, ciowded together in confusion, were fighting at disadvantage, and were falling thick and fast A party of horse